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Alternative Approach of ‘The Rational Actor
Theory’ in North Korea Leader’s Behavior

Kim, Jeong Ho"
Chung—Ang University

Cho, Yun Young™
Professor, Chung—Ang University

Until now, ‘The rational actor theory’ has been recognized
as a very useful tool for interpreting international politics. At
the same time, however, it has also been a subject of
numerous academic controversies. The heart of debates is
whether the actor's behavior can be objectified amid a lack
of information about the actor's ‘rational reference point’.
This raises questions about whether it is appropriate to use
‘The rational actor theory' as a tool to interpret North
Korea's political decisions. This is because there is very little
information on the ‘reference point™ of North Korean
policy-makers. Whether it is right to adopt the "The rational
actor theory’ as a tool to interpret North Korean policies
with the little information, and how to supplement the
problem of lack of information, if adopted, is an important
task for researchers. After considering the problems pointed
out above, it comes to the conclusion that it is reasonable
to interpret their actions from the perspective of North
Korean(internal actors) if they can have an objective
explanation of the North's reference point. In this study, the
views of both the inside and the outside are tried to be
applied step by step in order to overcome the limits of the
“The rational actor theory’.

When finding out the key policy-makers, the final objectives




and goals, and the process of achieving goals, which are the
main factors in forming 'The rational actor theory', internal
actors' perspectives will be applied, and restrictions in the
process of achieving the goal will be analyzed from the
perspective of an external analyst.

When the above analysis method is applied to the North
Korean case, it can be inferred that Kim Jong-Un will set
goals and act between the best and the lesser worst cases
because he is a rational actor concentrated on interested in
‘Regime interest’. and His best goal is to secure regime
interest without internal and external security threats, and the
lesser worst is to secure only short-term regime stability with
security threats. therefore, he will set a goal somewhere
between these two options, and aim for the best.

Keywords: The rational actor theory, limited information,
objective explanatory power, regime interest
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Study on the North Korean Geography
Textbooks of the Kim Jong—Un Era:
— Focusing on the High School Geographyl, 2, and 3
Which were Published since Juche102 —

Chang, Yang—ki®
Sun Moon University

North Korea's education has been changed a lot when Kim
Jong-Un taking power. This study is about textbooks among the
changes in education in North Korea, and has been conducted
mainly on geography textbooks used in high school.

In Kim Jong-Un's period, the high school established 'Revolutionary
History of Dear Sir Kim Jong-Un,' an hour each week for three
years. The period about Kim Jong-Un first appeared in Geography3,
but the name of Kim Jong un was mentioned continuously in the
textbook. The number of subjects and class hours in the field of
political ideology learning these leadership activities has increased.
In high school, geography textbooks consist of geographyl,
geography?2, and geography3, and are assigned 1 hour per week
for 3 years. Compared to Kim Jong-Il period, geography textbooks
were printed in colour externally and the learning materials’
guantitative increase and qualitative improvement in content. In
addition, there have been changes such as browsing and writing
references, which reflects the leader's willingness to invest in
education. The learning activities that were variously expressed in
the existing geography textbooks were grouped using six picture
symbols(icons), and attempts were made to improve the learning
effect through linked learning with other subjects.

In the future, research is needed to compare and understand each
other, focusing on subjects commonly learned in the curriculum of
South and North Korea. Through this study, if we grasp each
other's teaching and learning categories and study the education
system, the understanding between South and North Korea will be
widened.
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Keywords: North Korea Education, Textbooks of the Kim
Jong-Un Era, North Korean  Geography
Textbooks, North Korean Curriculum
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A Study on the 'Peace Economic Cooperation
Area' for Economic community between South
and North Korea

Jung Yoosuk®
Senior Research Fellow, Korea Eximbank

Throughout the serial summit meetings between
South-North Korea and North Korea-U.S in 2018, a peaceful
atmosphere in the Korean peninsula was expected. Although
the South Korean government puts an effort to operate the
‘Peace Process” by playing the ‘negotiator’ and ‘Initiator,
after Hanoi Summit, North Korea-U.S relationship has been
in deadlock. In this circumstance, it prospects that economic
sanctions against North Korea will not be removed quickly.
Therefore, we have to contrive a viable economic
cooperation strategy within a hostile environment.

The economic cooperation within the current economic
sanction is limited. Although economic cooperation in the
DMZ and border area has been suggested, it lost the validity
in a changed political environment. Therefore, this study
proposes the ‘Peace Economic Cooperation Area’ as a new
economic  cooperation model. The sustainable and
future-oriented complex ‘Peace Economic Cooperation Area’
aims to establish an advanced base for the South-North
Korean economic community. It also seeks an international
special economic zone by including ecology, high-tech
industry, foreign trade, travel, etc. The peace economy and
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market integration will be available by the ‘Peace Economic
Cooperation Area.’

Keywords: Peace Economic Cooperation Area, DMZ, peace
economy, Economic community between South
and North Korea
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Inter—Korean Health Care and Medicine
Cooperation for Joint Response to Infectious
Diseases

Park, Hyong—joon”
Assistant Professor, Konkuk University Glocal Campus

The purpose of this study is to examine the current status and
problems of the North Korea's infectious disease response
system during the Kim Jong-un era and to seek inter-Korean
cooperation tasks in the health care and medicine field for joint
response to infectious diseases.

As can be seen from COVID-19, there are no borders on
infectious diseases. Although the military demarcation line is
blocked between the two Koreas, the dangers of moving
large-scale areas of infectious diseases are increasing day by
day. Accordingly, the necessity of inter-Korean cooperation in the
field of health care and medicine for joint response to infectious
diseases is raised. The existence of simultaneous threats
between North and South Korea due to the COVID-19 incident
can be a chance to change the paradigm of inter-Korean
exchange and cooperation.

This study proposes the following as a task of inter-Korean health
care and medicine cooperation for joint response to infectious
diseases. First, systematizing inter-Korean cooperation in health
care and medicine and preparing detailed standards, second,
signing inter-Korean health and medical agreements, third,
establishing a response scenario for each infectious disease,
fourth, establishing a dedicated organization for infectious diseases
and fostering professional manpower, and fifth, considering the
sanctions against North Korea And establishing a cooperation and
support system,

Keywords: North Korea, Health Care, Infectious diseases,
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COVID-19, Inter-Korean Health Care and
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The European Union's policy toward North
Korea

— A Study on the Possibility of Change of 'Critical
Engagement Policy' —

Lee, JongSuex**
Jungwon University

The EU's policy toward North Korea, unlike the US's policy
of proliferating stiffness in North Korea, pursued a ‘Critical
Engagement Policy’ that demanded the improvement of
North Korean society while complying with universal
principles, unlike South Korea's engagement policy. In other
words, the United States looks forward to actively
reorganizing the international order in accordance with the
rapidly changing international environment. And the EU
shows a modest mix of contradictory values of North Korea
cooperation and isolation. The North Korean crisis, most
notably its nuclear and ballistic missile aspects, continues
unabated, directly affecting the interests of EU and its
population. A critical engagement policy that began in the
late 2000s cannot be freed from the criticism of a partially
failed policy. North Korea's nuclear and missile programs
have progressed steadily, but the human rights situation in
North Korea has not improved. At the same time, the role
of arbitrators in EU member states in relation to the EU's
diplomatic capacity has declined significantly. The main
problem the EU and the EU member states face today is
not a lack of resources or a lack of initiatives, but a lack of
coordination. Therefore, the European Union needs to
reconsider the interests of various actors in Europe, such as
the EU Council, the Executive Committee, the European
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Parliament, and the EU member states, according to North
Korea's policy at the multi-dimensional level. It is now
necessary to renew this strategy at a pivotal moment, as a
new European Commission takes office in 2020, the EU
policy toward North Korea must be shifted from a critical
engagement policy to a ‘multi-layered engagement policy’.

Keywords: the European Union, Toward a New Strategy for
Asia, Selective Engagement Policy, Critical
Engagement Policy, Multi-layered Engagement
Policy
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Marriage and labor immigration is one of the key
demographic trends in Korea that provides insight for
understanding cultural beliefs and attitudes deeply rooted in
Korean traditions in relation to increasing diversity in the
country. The number of long-term immigrants that continues
to increase every year is become important issue as the
number of people living in the country increases. Despite
many challenges, marriage and labor immigrants in Korea
seek out and benefit from various opportunities. Through
the KIIP programme immigrants received Korean language
training and culture education. The role of language training
not only helps the adaptation process of immigrants in their
new countries but also has a role in improving their
economic status. This study was aims to see how
immigrants adapt to university life, organization and
contribute to the local social economy and the role of
community in facilitating integration between Korean
students and foreign students in creating a good society.
This study findings that after joining the KIIP programme,
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immigrants especially long-term residents, experienced an
increase in social status and they are being more active to
local communities. Their bargaining position in local society
have been increased compared to before they joined the
program. The existence of a multicultural community has a
positive impact in reducing conflicts that might occur in a
multicultural society. Community also has a role in
maintaining peace and building trust between peoples across
cultures.

Keywords: diversity, intergration programm, participant’s
perspective, local community

. INTRODUCTION

Creating good society is the goal of every country and we
might agree that it takes good people to make a good society.
For a homogenous country it might be take less effort and
obstacle to create a good community. However, for a plural
society it would face various obstacles in realizing the harmony.
Then what about Korea? Koreans have been taught since
elementary school that they are “ethnically homogeneous”.
However, with a growing number of immigrants coming to South
Korea, the country is rapidly transforming into a multicultural

society. The transition toward multiculturalism is raising the

* This work was supported by Dong-A University Research Fund
** First Author, Professor Graduate School of International Studies, Dong-A
University. kshwang@dau.ac.kr
*xx Second Author, BK21+ International Trade Dispute Arbitration Project
Group. 7023sms@hanmail.net
=x*xx  Corresponding Author, BK21+ International Trade Dispute Arbitration
Project. yurichoilO@naver.com
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question whether Korea is homogeneous as taught. The rise in
people migrating to Korea for marriage and employment has
brought about the need to examine the relationship between the
recent demographic transformation and the prevalent idea that
Korea is a homogeneous nation. Marriage and labor immigration
are one of the key demographic trends in Korea that provides
insight for understanding cultural beliefs and attitudes deeply
rooted in Korean traditions in relation to increasing diversity in
the country(Katrin Park 2020/01/08).

Korea National Statistical Office estimate that the number of
foreigners living in Korea is expected to be 5,82% (from
country population) in 2021(Minsoo Kim 2018, 39). As we seen
in the figure 1, from 2014 to 2018 the number of foreigners
residing in Korea keep increasing year by year. If we look in
more detail, the number of foreigners living in Korea is
divided into three. Short-term resident, long-term resident
and illegal resident. As seen in the table 1, most foreigners
living in are holding long-term residents visa. This type of
visa including married immigrants and labor immigrant. The
number of long-term immigrants that continues to increase
every year is become important issue as the number of
people living in the country increases. In addition, the
importance of immigrant social integration is increasing as
social conflicts and many things related to immigrant groups
are increasing and becomes a national security issue. So that,
in 2009 the Ministry of Justice has implemented the Social
Integration Programme (KIIP) as one of the social integration
policies for immigrants. Sadly, integration is seemed not
South Korea’s strong suit. A half of its population (women)
have yet to find equal footing on the labor market, given the
country’'s enduring problem of gender inequality(Umikalsum
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Afif, Fauzan 2019, 69-70). At the same time, the widespread
prejudice toward marriage and labor immigrants as people
who are not racially, ethnically, and culturally Korean
frequently emerges in the form of stereotypes, discrimination,

and even violence(Kyungmi Chun 2019).

3,000,000

2,000,000
- J I I
]
2018 2017 2018

2014 2015

*Source: Statistic Korea
(Figure 1) year 2014 ~ 2018 number of foreigners
staying in Korea
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(Table 1) The Status of Foreign Residents by year

2015 2016 2017 2018
Long-term
] 1,467,873 1,530,539 1,583,099 1,687,733
resident
Short-term
] 431,646 518,902 597,399 679,874
resident
lllegal resident 214,168 208,971 251,041 355,126

*Source: Statistic Korea

Despite many challenges, marriage and labor immigrants in
Korea seek out and benefit from various opportunities.
Through the KIIP programme immigrants received Korean
language training and culture education. The role of language
training not only helps the adaptation process of immigrants
in their new countries but also has a role in improving their
economic status. A key determinant of immigrant economic
integration is language acquisition. Knowledge of the local
language is vital in finding employment and maximizing the
value of one’s skills. Immigrants who come to Korea have the
abilities and experience they have brought from their home
countries. When their Korean language ability and adaptation
to local culture have increased these immigrants will naturally
enter the local labor market. Long-term residents basically
have no legal restrictions on activity in Korea. They can work
in local companies, open businesses and continue their
education to a higher level.

Through this study we will focus on the experience of
immigrants, especially long-term residents after attending the
KIIP program. To narrow the focus of the study, the term of

long-term immigrants in this study were those who were
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registered as members of the Dong-A Multi-cultural Society
and participating in the KIP programme. The Dong-A
Multi-cultural Society is a society belong to Graduate School
of International Studies Dong-A University. The member
includes graduate students (master and doctoral programs) of
the Global Multicultural major of Dong-A University.

This study aims to see how immigrants adapt to university
life, organization and contribute to the local social economy.
The reason for their selection is very reasonable since these
immigrants have more value and bargaining position in the
local market. In addition, we can also see the role of
community (in this case the Dong-A Multi-cultural Society) in
facilitating integration between Korean students and foreign
students so that they can work together in creating a good
society. At the end, through this study we hope that the
successful examples of immigrant members of the Dong-A
Society can be an inspiration for the immigrant community in
Korea and start considering immigrants as agents of peace

and integration.

I, THEORETICAL BACKGROUND

This study will analyze the experiences of immigrants after
participating in KIIP programmeand how they adapt and
contribute to social and economy. In order to derive a
theoretical analysis framework, this chapter will describe the
theoretical concepts of social integration and social adaptation

to be applied in this study.
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1. Theory of Social Integration

In sociology, social integration theory develops in the
paradigm of structural functionalism that was coined by Talcott
Person. This structural functionalism paradigm assumes that
people are in a social system that binds them in equilibrium.
This can be seen from the two-basic definitions of social
integration. First, controlling conflict and social deviance in a
particular social system. Second, uniting certain elements in a
society to create a social order. This process aims to integrate
social groups in society by bridging differences caused by
territorial/cultural factors, religion, interests, social classes by
reducing the gap caused by these factors(Terziev Venelin 2019,
495). According to Castles and Miller (2008), the immigrant
social integration model can be divided into the following three
models. The first is the differential exclusion model. This
refers to the exclusion of immigrants outside of certain
economic areas only in certain areas or occupations such as
export free zones and special economic zones. The second is
the assimilation model. This is a model for immigrants to
absorb the same as mainstream members in all aspects of
their language, culture and social characteristics. The third is
the multiculturalism model. The multiculturalism model admits
to adhering to the indigenous culture of these people and has

an inclusive nature towards other peoples and ethnic groups.!

1) Immigration settlement program, accessed May 4, 2020
http://www.immigration.go.kr/immigration_eng/1869/subview.do
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2. Theory of Social Adaptation

L.V.Korel states, where six different concepts of adaptation
are distinguished(Martin Ivan, Arcaron Albert, et all, 2016, 21-39):

(@O Adaptation is used to denote the process by which the
subject adapts to the new environment
(*accommodative/adaptive variability”)

@ Adaptation means the result of the adaptation process

® Adaptation is associated with certain goal towards which
the subject strives: ,to stay alive”, to achieve material
prosperity, to improve his social status, etc. (teleologicity
and pragmatism of adaptation)

@ Adaptation (adaptability) implies conformity between goals
and achieved in the process of the activity results

® Adaptation is used to define the ratio of the equilibrium
(relative harmony), which is established between the
subject and the environment (homeostatic approach)

® Adaptation is a process which not only complies with the
homeostatic laws, but also provides an opportunity for
development of the subject of adaptation (homeorezis).
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ll. SOCIAL INTEGRATION PROGRAMME IN

KOREA AND OTHER COUNTRIES
1. Social Integration Programme in Korea

According to Korea Ministry of Justice, KIIP is an initial
orientation for immigrants that the programme aims to
support foreigners acquire basic knowledge and information
(Korean language and culture) so that they can become
self-reliant members of Korean society. As we seen in the
table below, the participant of KIIP from year 2013 to 2019
was experiencing significant increase. However, this year due
to the impact of COVID-19 the participants of the programme
have dropped dramatically.

(Table 2) The number of KIIP Participants by year

Year 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Number
of 14014 22361 25795 30,515 41500 50,639 56,535 592
Participant

*Source: Ministry of Justice, Korea Immigration Service
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(Table 3) Curriculum of KIIP

Level 0 Level 1 Level 2 Ievel 3 Level 4
(Basic (Elemen (Element (Interme (Interme Level 5
Level) tary 1) ary 2) diate 1)  diate 2)

Underst
. anding
Basic
Course Korean Language and Korean Culture the
Korea
Korean
Society
Basic:
50
Hours 15 hours 100 100 100 100 hours
hours hours hours hours  Advanced:
20
hours
Oral
exam
score
Prolimin below 3 80
points 3~20 21~40 41~60 61~80 points
ary test . . . .
<core (regardle points points points points or
ss of the higher
written
test
score)

*Source: Ministry of Justice, Korea Immigration Service

KIIP consists of two halves: Korean language training and
Understanding Korean Society. A pre-programmelevel test is
used to assess into which of 5 proficiency levels an applicant
fits. The top level is exempt from having to do language
classes and may go directly to Understanding Korean Society.
After the language training, the Understanding Korean Society
component is 50 hours of instruction over 12 weeks. At the
end of this period, there is a test on knowledge of Korean
society and culture. Participants that pass this receive a
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certificate and can more easily get Korean citizenship.

2. Social Integration Programme in Europe

In European societies, migrants actively contribute to the
economic, social and cultural development. Their successful
integration into society in the host country is the key to
maximizing the opportunities of legal migration and making
the most of the contributions that immigration can make to
EU development. The comparison of social integration
programme is made between selected EU member countries:
Denmark, Sweden, Germany. These countries are modern
democratic societies with open market economies, but also

different in tradition and organization of their welfare system.

(Table 4) EU member states integration programme

Country Main REFMISMES
The aim was to focus the
programme more on labor
market integration. The target
. group for the introduction
Introduction .
programme is refugees and
programme

the families of those who
arrive in the country within a
two years period from first
residence.

Sweden

All adult immigrants, including

Swedish language
training

EU citizens, have the right to
free Swedish classes organized
by municipalities.
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Country

Main REFMISMES

Subsidized
employment

New start jobs are available to
anyone who has been out of
work for a long time (or, for
humanitarian or family migrants,
has been in the country fewer
than three years). Depending on
the age of the worker, the
employer receives an amount
equal to a normal employer’s fee
(31.42%) for those 20-25 years
old, which represents 31% of
gross salary, or double the
employer's fee for those 26
years or older, namely 63% of
gross salary.

Denmark

Government

The goal of the government is to
have all refugees of working age
either active participants in an
education programme or in
employment as  quickly as
possible. As the government pays
subsidies to unemployed refugees,
it makes financial sense for the
government to activate refugees.

Municipalities

1) guidance and training to
strengthen their qualifications,
including specific employment
qualifications; 2) internships in
companies; or 3) short-term
salaried subsidized employment.

Non-governmental

Non-governmental
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Country Main REFMISMES

organizations and organizations and companies

private companies is work as facilitators.
Language courses

Measures for an early skill and needs assessment
Job coaching for asylum seekers
Mediation of young asylum seekers into apprenticeship

G W

Establishment of task forces in the government to
steer the Ilabor market integration of asylum
Germany seekers and refugees
6. Legal information and support of employers who
are willing to employ asylum seekers and refugees
7. Comprehensive program for the labor market integration
of asylum seekers and refugees
8. Establishment of service points for asylum seekers and
refugees.

*Source: Migration policy center

The goals of Swedish integration policy are equal rights,
obligations and opportunities for all, regardless of their ethnic
and cultural background. Following this goal, the ambition is to
support immigrants through general measures that cover the
entire population. For Denmark, the overall political responsibility
for the integration of refugees currently lies with the Ministry of
Immigration, Integration and Housing. After the initial three-year
“period of integration” responsibility for employment is passed to
the Ministry of Employment. In the German federal system, labor
market policies exist at the federal, state (Bundesldander) and
local levels. Employment policy in general does not differentiate
between nationals and foreigners with legal access to the labor
market. The same instruments are provided for both. However,

migrants have a much weaker position in the labor market.
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IV. PARTICIPANTS PERSPECTIVE AND
THE ROLE OF DONG—A MULTI-CULTURE
SOCIETY

1. Particiapant perspectives

As we explained in the introduction, the definition of immigrants
in this study are long term-resident visa holders (F1 ~ F6 visa
types). So far there have been many studies on KIIP's participants
perspectives or KIIP programme evaluations. Therefore, this study
focuses on Dong-A Multi-cultural Society members who have
participated in KIIP. There are two main objectives in this study.
First, to find out how immigrants adapt to university life,
organizations/community and contribute to the local social
economy. In other words, this study indirectly aims to see the
immigrants’ experiences after joining KIIP programme. The second
objective is to find out the role of an organization/community
(Dong-A Multi-cultural Society) in facilitating integration between
Korean students and foreign students (immigrants). To answer the
two objectives of this study we have conducted interviews with
three respondents. The interview method used in this study is
"open question interview'. Respondents able to answer the
questions freely according to their opinions. We conclude the

interview results into three parts.
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1) Participant’s perspective before joining KIIP
programme

In this section, we have obtained personal respondent
information about respondent’s background and early life before
joining the integration program. Three respondents turned out
to have different backgrounds about the reason for coming to
Korea. In the following table we explain the respondent's
personal data (we have obtained the respondent's approval to
publish their personal data). The conclusion in this section is
that despite varying backgrounds, the respondents joining the
programme for the same goal of improving Korean language
skills in order to achieve their respective goals. The respondents
also joining the programme to learn Korean culture to make it

easier for them to adapt to their respective environments.

(Table 5) Respondent data

Visa
R t Activit
Name Status ecent Activity
Respondent Ph.D. Student, office worker,
i K Hanaijia F-2  member of Dong-A Multi-cultural
Society
Respondent MA  Candidate, Multicultural
P B Duan Xiaogin F-6 programme instructor, member of
Dong-A Multi-cultural Society
Ph.D. Student, Multicultural
programme instructor, University
R dent
espocn en Yulia F-2 lecturer, Multicultural programme

instructure, Researcher, member
of Dong-A Multi-cultural Society

*Source: Author’s summary
(Table 6) Respondent background joining the
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programme
Respondent . Dong-A University
Job seeking

A (Busan), 2019

Respondent . Dong-A University
Following spouse

B (Busan), 2018
Respondent Graduate school Kangwon National University

C admission (Kangwon), 2016

*Source: Author’s summary
2) Participant’s perspective after joining KIIP programme

In this section we focus on respondent’s opinions about the
KIIP program and analyzing their improvements after joining
the programme. The three respondents answered the same
thing, which is aside from Korean language and culture’s
improvement the programme simultaneously increase their
knowledge of Korean economics, politics and various aspects
of life. After completing the KIIP programme, respondents A
and C felt a significant benefit when changing their visa
status. One of the benefits of joining the KIIP programme is
the point addition for the visa. From their perspectives it is
very helpful since Korea granting the visa status depend on
the point-based system. After obtaining the F-2 Visa their
lives have dramatically improved. Respondent B (who is a
married immigrant) feels a significant change after joining the
KIIP programme. Through the KIIP programme respondent B
can adapt to Korean married life. As a multicultural family it
is very important to understand our partner's culture.

Respondent B also gained knowledge about how to educate
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and care for children in Korean culture.
3) Participant’s perspective on Dong—a Multi—culture Society

The focus in this section 1is analyzing respondent’s
university life and how they adapt and deal with new
environment. Most of the respondents has above standard
Korean language skills when entering university. But entering
the university life is mean that the immigrants began a new
chapter in their lives. As when they first started life in Korea,
their new status as "international students' required them to
flash back in the adaptation phases. After joining as a
member of the Dong-A Multi-Cultural Society and actively
participating in the programme, they felt various significant
benefits especially their adaptation to wuniversity life has
become easier. Through programs conducted by the society,
the respondents indirectly contribute to the local community.
During the society programs, respondents felt that they were
getting the same treatment as Korean students. There is no
discrimination and they can work together with Korean
students.

2. The role of Dong—A Multi—culture Society

The Dong-A Multi-cultural Society is a society belong to
Graduate School of International Studies Dong-A University
and was established in 2017. The member includes graduate
students (master and doctoral programs) of the Global
Multicultural major of Dong-A University. Beside of Korean
nationality, the members are come from China, Indonesia and

Vietnam. To understand the society, the table below describe
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the activities that have been held from 20017 to 2020. For the
immigrants the above programs can increase their knowledge
and good opportunities to contribute to local communities.
For Korean Nationality, these programs are opportunities to
get closer to and understanding multicultural societies. All
activities carried out by the society are the result of positive
collaboration between all members. There are no exceptions
or discrimination on ethnicity, culture or religion. Each
member joins hands and walks together to achieve the goals
of society. The social, cultural and humanitarian missions
contained in this group reflect the role of integration in
bringing and building peace in local society.

(Table 7) Dong—A Multi—cultural Society Programmes
from 2017-2020

Date Programme

The 1st Academic Seminar. The seminar was held
2017. 11. 10 with the theme of “multicultural society -
yesterday, today, and tomorrow”.

Gimhae Multicultural Street visit and academic
2018. 2. 10 debate with the theme of the direction of
multicultural society and multicultural studies.

The 2nd Academic Seminar with the theme
2018. 3. 30  “Rethinking -Today for the integration of Korean
multicultural society”

The 3rd academic seminar
2018. 7. 9 “The case studies of multicultural cases” (The
research has been published in academic journals)

Ist anniversary and 4th academic seminar
2018. 11. 15 “Korean multicultural society - yesterday, today
and tomorrow”
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Date Programme

Visit Catholic University of Daegu Multicultural

2019. 2. 16 Research Institute

2019. 3. 19  Visit Busan Fish Market

Special lecture of the Multicultural Research

2019. 4. 18 Institute and thesis presentation

2019. 7. 16 Visit Busan Immigration Office

Seminar on Korean Unification (The spirit of
multiculturalism and unification, heterogeneity and

2019.9. 27 diversity, and the spirit of unification and
integration)

2019, 11. 18 }"he .5tk.1 Acad_ermf: Seminar with the theme on
Social integration

2020. 2. 14 Visit Raphael Center at Catholic University of

Busan

*Source: Author’s summary

V. IMPLICATION FOR NORTH KOREAN
REFUGEES
AND CONCLUSION

South Korea is no longer be considered as an ethnically
"homogeneous” country. It has become a diverse place with

the continuous inflow of migrant worker, foreign students and
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marriage immigrants. Among the them North Korean refugees
are often claimed as most likely succeed in adapting to South
Korean society due to share same ethinicity and common
languange. However many North Korean refugees profess
difficulties in adapting to the South Korean society, especially
the children and young adults, whose successful resettlement
is of utmost interest because of its implication for the long
term integration of two Koreas after reunification. According
to recent studies, young North Korean refugees face
challenges that are different from adults’, such as gaps in
physical health and socio-economic status, psychological
health issues such as post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD),
and bias towards the North Korean refugees that are widely
prevalent in schools and workplaces. We propose that the
government take long term, multi-generational approach to
solving social and health issues among the young North
Korean refugees, and put more emphasis on addressing the
latent biases and prejudices against them in the South Korean
society.

This study findings that despite varying backgrounds, the
immigrants joining the programme for the same goal of
improving Korean language skills in order to achieve their
respective goals. They also joining the programme to learn
Korean culture to make it easier for them to adapt to their
respective environments. After completing the KIIP
programme, they felt a significant benefit when changing their
visa status. For married immigrant they feel a significant
change after joining the KIIP programme especially gained
knowledge about how to educate and care for children in
Korean culture. After joining as a member of the Dong-A

Multi-Cultural Society and actively participating in the
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programme, they felt various significant benefits especially
their adaptation to university life has become easier. Through
programs conducted by the society, the respondents indirectly
contribute to the Ilocal community. During the society
programs, respondents felt that they were getting the same
treatment as Korean students. There is no discrimination and
they can work together with Korean students.

After participating in KIIP programme immigrants especially
long-term residents experienced an increase in social status,
and they are being more active to local communities. Their
bargaining position in local society have been increased
compared to before they joined the program. The existence of
a multicultural community has a positive impact in reducing
conflicts that might occur in a multicultural society.
Community also has a role in maintaining peace and building
trust between peoples across cultures. For this reason, Korea
needs more number of local community that actively creating
integration programme betwet local society and the
immigrants. For Korean Government, they must start
considering the successful story of immigrant living in Korea
as a good example of integration and considering the

immigrants as agents of peace and integration.

Yrerd 20209 64 5Y | YAARE 20209 69 169 | ARIEFEL 20208 64 27¢
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