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Abstract

In the study, we aim to analyze the background of the military policy in the
armed conflicts between the two Koreas in the Yellow Sea. We also try to
identify internal or mutual relations between the two Koreas. If we develop an
analytical framework that can explain the process of armed conflict between
the two Koreas, we will have the means for establishing an empirical and
institutional mechanism that can transform inter-Korean relations into a more
stable and controllable system. In the future, when armed conflict occurs in
the Yellow Sea, it is possible to predict how the North's response will change,
and this analytical framework may help to prevent an unnecessary escalation
of a war by quickly taking countermeasures. Given that strategies and
behaviors of the North Korean system are relatively consistent and predictable
to some extent, it is necessary to conduct various analyses and comparative
verification of the North's provocations to understand the essence and
substantive truth of their provocations. At the same time, if we fail to
misjudge or learn lessons from North Korea's provocations, the North will
likely continue to test us and control the overall situation on the Korean
Peninsula in a harsher manner. In that term, preparing various
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countermeasures for North Korea's provocations against South Korea is very
necessary, and it may contribute to resolving the North's provocation itself.
The possibility of North Korea's numerous provocations in the Yellow Sea still
exists, but the systematic analysis through the flow and context of the times
will help us identify the military and political strategies inherent in them. As
we prepare for a more concrete and realistic response to the North's intention
to dilute and utilize provocations against the South through deceptions, it will
eventually be possible to ease tensions between the two Koreas and build
trust through the virtuous cycle.
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North Korea, Provocation, Armed Conflict, Yellow Sea, NLL
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Abstract

This study explores North Korea's pathway to attain the goal of an economic
powerhouse sustaining the party—centric politics and Kim Jong-un’s monolithic
leadership system. The economic-nuclear parallel development policy strongly
envisioned by the Kim Jong-un regime worked for political institutionalization
and core national strategy in a transition period. The strategic priority of the
policy was given to nuclearization although North Korea carried out economic
measures including “Five-year Economic Development Strategy” to ameliorate
people’s living. The plenary meeting of the central committee of the party
revised the parallel policy on April 20, 2018. On the declaration of the
accomplishment of nuclear arsenal, “All-out Concentration Policy for Economic
Building” was suggested as a new national strategy. Confronting the economic
sanction and the COVID-19 pandemic, North Korea came forth with “Five-year
Economic Development Plan” admitting the failure of the previous economic
strategy. Nonetheless, the general situation is unfavorable to North Korea in
spite of its strong drive to the new economic development plan. In the sake of
soothing the current difficult situation and becoming a normal state, North Korea
has to consider enhancing credibility with South Korea and improving relations
with the United States.
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Abstract

At the 8th Party Congress in 2021, Kim Jong-un officially acknowledged
the failure of the “five-year strategy for national economic development” at
the 7th Party Congress. However, from the beginning of his administration in
2012, Kim Jong-un started with the 'June 28 Policy’, followed by the 12 -1
Measures', which expanded the autonomy of factories and businesses under
the 'Socialist Enterprise Management System’, and the '5:30 Measures' that
made them all-out. The 'Urisik(self-style) economic management measures'
aimed at economic reform were actively promoted. On the other hand, looking
at the economic performance from 2012 to 2014 in the first half of his reign,
North Korea also showed the possibility of sustainable economic growth if it
continuously pushes reform measures such as expanding the autonomy of
agriculture and enterprises (trade). The problem is that, due to the nature of
North Korean politics, as was confirmed in the July 1 Measures during the
Kim Jong-il era in 2002, reform measures involved political struggle, and
national strategies such as the 'Economic-Nuclear parallel Line' can disable
domestic economic reform measures against North Korea. The point is that it
causes conflict with the international community, such as sanctions against
North Korea. In addition, the economic outlook for North Korea after 2021
remains bleak due to the political and economic rigidity of the North Korean
system, which adheres to the failed “self-style” economic policy and cannot
make any attempts beyond it.
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A Study on the Changes in the Constitutional Status and
Authority of NK Supreme Leader:

Focusing on the cross—comparison of the statuses and authorities among the
President, Chairman of the National Defense Commission, and Chairman of
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Abstract

The North Korean constitution regulates the status and authority of the
supreme leader in detail. Therefore, through reviewing the revised
constitutions of North Korea, we can compare the constitutional status and
authority of Kim Il Sung (President), Kim Jong Il (Chairman of the National
Defense Commission), and Kim Jong Un (Chairman of the State Affairs
Commission). This study comparatively analyzed the 1972  Socialist
Constitution when the status of the 'President’ was the highest, the 2009
revised Constitution when the status of the ‘Chairman of the National Defense
Commission' was the highest, and the 2019 revised Constitution(14th, 15th
amendments) when the status of the 'Chairman of the State Affairs
Commission' was the highest.

As a result, the constitutional status and authority of ‘Chairman of the State
Affairs Commission’ took precedence over ‘President and ‘Chairman of the

« 0] =22 201894 20201 Cital? LERet SRAPRITe] X|eg o} sal o
TOI(NRF-201851A5B5A01028820).
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National Defense Commission’. One of the representative distinctions in terms of
status is the fact that the new constitution(Article 101 of the 15th amendment)
regulates that the Chairman of the State Affairs Commission does not serve as
representatives of the Supreme People's Assembly. ‘President’ and ‘Chairman of
the National Defense Commission’ had served as representatives to the Supreme
People's Assembly, although not regulated by law.

In terms of constitutional authority, the distinct difference is the right to
“appoint and summon diplomatic representatives stationed in other countries”
(Article 104). It is an authority that neither the president nor the Chairman of
the National Defense Commission had in the past. In August 2019, with the
introduction of the new Constitution, this right was transferred to the
Chairman of the State Affairs Commission from the Standing committee of the
Supreme People’s Assembly. Kim Jong Un had exercised this right to summon
his uncle Kim Pyong I, the ambassador to the Czech Republic(2019.11). It
must have been an exercise of authority to prevent the leakage of power and
to consolidate the monolithic leadership system. This is a good example for
showing the purpose of expanding and strengthening Kim Jong Un's
constitutional status and authority. The constitutional status of Kim Jong Un
(Chairman of the State Affairs Commission) reached its peak in the new
constitution in August 2019 and surpassed not only Kim Jong Il (Chairman of
the National Defense Commission) but also Kim Il Sung (President). The
preface to the Constitution states that it is “Kim Il Sung - Kim Jong |l
Constitution,” but it seems safe to call it “Kim Jong Un Constitution.” This
upgrade of Kim Jong Un's constitutional status and authority in 2019 fully
predicted the change (rise) of Kim Jong Un's party status at the 8th Party
Congress held in January this year.

North Korean constitution, constitutional status, constitutional authority,

Key : supreme leader, President, National Defense Chairman, State Affairs
words i Chairman, Kim Il sung-Kim Jong il Constitution, Kim Jong-un
Constitution
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A study on North Korea's Education and Social Movement

from a Competitive Viewpoint
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Abstract

The Breaking away from the existing research perspective that focuses on
the heterogeneity and specificity of North Korea, this study intends to study
social mobility as well as social inequality, a major topic of discussion, through
educational phenomena by considering the aspects of North Korean society as a
modern society.

North Korean society has undergone many changes since the mid-1990s after
the economic hardship called the “Generation in arduous March”.

This study aims to provide an in—depth understanding of the current reality of
North Korean society by analyzing changes in North Korean education that are
the most conservative and reflect society through a competitive approach.

Although the North Korean authorities still monopolize the education system,
changes are taking place throughout the educational culture.

Screening theory and status competition theory, which are theories that take
a competitive approach, can be used as useful theoretical frameworks to explain
the educational phenomenon occurring in North Korean society.

Paying attention to the process in which the movement of North Koreans is
justified through education, and the North Korean authorities use it to achieve
its intended purpose, while social indolence is resolved, and educational

*

of ¥Ee 20004 CRINIE ReRel YRAPAC] AU Wob 23 A
(NRF-2020S1A5B5A17092010).
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competition is activated. It can be seen that it promotes maintenance and
development.

This thesis will provide an in—depth understanding of North Korean society by
providing information on the dynamics of North Korean society and the direction
pursued by the North Korean leadership by studying the relationship between
North Korean education and social class mobility.

Key | education explosion, educational competition, instrumental perspectives
words i on education, cultural qualification certificate
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